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TO 



EDWARD CHAPMAN WALTERS,. 



MY FIRST-BORN, 



I DEDICATE THIS: 



Because to him I am indebted, under God, for the 
motive for pursuing tlie very interesting inquiry con- 
tained in tlie following pages; and in humble trust 
that this slight token of the anxious care which a 
gracious God hath put into my heart for the sanctifica- 
tion of the soul of his own precious Gift, even from the 
first moment of his existence, may in after life, when I 
am gathered to my fathers, contribute to interest him 
in the blessings of the Everlasting Covenant. 



^ c\ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The ordinance of Baptism has long been a matter of 
controversy in the Church of Christ, and probably 
"will ever be so. I recently had occasion to consider 
the subject, and seeing the formidable array of autho- 
rities, I first applied for advice to one who is deservedly 
eminent in the Church for his piety and learning. 
The answer was in all kindness, but it was not 
satisfactory ; it merely referred to the doubts which 
had been raised, and to the leading writers on both 
sides, and then left me to form my own judgment. 
I looked into some of the modern v authors, but I 
soon found that no honest opinion could be formed 
without going much further. I found that both 
parties contend for the authority of the fathers, and 
that Hooker [venerabile nomenf) is "judicious" 
enough to please both. I saw if I relied upon human 
authority, it would be necessary to trace the subject 
from the earliest antiquity ; and that, not merely 
by verifying the extracts produced by the disputants, 
but by considering the context of the writers, ancient 
as well as modern. For this task so appalling, I 
have neither strength nor leisure. What was to be 
done ? I thought, surely if this be God's ordinance, 
as I know it is, he cannot have involved it in so 
much learning and difficulty, as utterly to prevent 
the wayfaring man YiaNm^ VoX.^y^^:^. ^^^sssss^isJ^ss 
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'with him through it. It cannot have been established 
merely as an observance for dark and superstitious 
ignorance. I then determined to collect and weigh 
the testimony of Scripture on the subject ; and with 
the Bible in my hatid« land pmyer in my heart, I 
have made the attempt* and I am thankful for the 
result ; for I have arrived at conclusions I dare not 
mistrust, for they are very plain deductions from 
God's own word, and they embody and setfcMlh his 
covenant love. During^my progress I have referred 
to Calvin's Institutes, and an analysis of Bishop 
Bethell's work on Regeneration, and have cursorBy 
examined some other works, but my time has not 
permitted me to study any. I should have been 
glad to have compared my results with those of the 
many learned men who have written on the subject, 
but it cannot be, and it is a very sufficient satisfac- 
tion to my own mind to know that I can give a full 
and most cordial assent to the twenty-seventh artide 
and baptismal formularies of the Established Church. 
" We have great reason to be confident as to our 
own part of the question ; but it were also well if 
our knowledge would make us thankful to God, and 
humble in ourselves, and charitable to our brother. 
It is pride that makes contention> but humility is the 
way of peace and truth." — Bishop Taylor. 
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Gracious God! Thou hast mercifully assured as» 
by thy holy servant James, that if any lack v^isdom^ 
it shall be given him, if he ask it of Thee in faith. 
Bow down thine ear O Lord, and hear me, for I am 
weak and ignorant Lord, I believe thy word, help 
thou mine unbelief. Give me wisdom in this in- 
quiry. Give me the light of thy truth, that my 
thoughts and words may be according to thy will. 
Give me thine own promise, most gradous Father, 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, that He may guide 
me into all truth. Blessed Jesus, be thou my 
Prophet ! Be thou the Alpha and the Om^, the 
author and the finisher of my work ! Amen. 

PART FIRST. 

The baptism of John whence it was we know, and 
what it was we now propose to inquire, by the light 
of God's truth, believing that the result will show the 
nature of our blessed Saviour's own ordinance- 
Go ye and teach [or, make disciples of] all Tuitions, 
baptizing them in [or, into] the name of the Father, 
end of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Matt, 
xxviii. 19. 
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Why laptizest thouf John i. 25. From this 
question which the Jewish doctors put to John, it is 
plain they expected the kingdom of the Messiah to 
be ushered in by baptism ; and when John came 
baptizing with water, it excited no surprise; the 
Masters of Israel did not exclaim. What can this thing 
be? We may assume, then, that the baptism of John 
was intimately connected with the grand object of 
his mission, and what that object was, we will now 
state. To go before the face of the Lord to prepare 
his ways ; to give knowledge of salvation unto his 
people. Luke i. 76, 77- To declare the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Matt. iii. 2. That Christ 
should be made manifest to Israel. John i. 31. 
The salvation which John had to proclaim, was the 
remission of sins; and deliverance from the wrath to 
come. The Lord whose way he had to prepare, the 
Lamb of God, the Christ of whom Moses in the 
law and the prophets did write. But remission of 
sins could not be desired^ nor could the Christ be 
received without repentance, without a change of 
heart, a new creation. (See John i. 12, 13; John iii. 
3.) The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
spirit of God. 1 Cor. ii. 14. The Redeemer shall 
come to Zion, and unto them that turn from trans- 
gression in Jacobs saith the Lord. Isaiah Lix. 2Q. 
John, therefore, as a wise master-builder, did not 
seek to accommodate his message to the mountains 
and valleys, and crooked things in the heart of the 
natural man, but at once proclaimed the necessity 
of repentawce. Repent ye. Matt. iii. 2, 
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Repentance, then, was the first step in the Divine 
procedure, and the baptism was called the Baptism 
of Repentance. 

Repentance, I have said, is a new creation, and it 
may be described from the sixth chapter of Romans, 
as a death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteous- 
ness ; and as that righteousness through which 
grace reigns. It is evident, a new state, producing 
or evidenced by di£Ferent conduct and actions, fruits 
worthy of the change, is intended by the word ; and 
as the heart is the fountain and treasury of a man's 
actions, the change must take place there ; that is, 
it must be inward and spiritual. To this change 
must be attributed all the spiritual life and actings 
of the child of God ; and thus. Bishop Latimer in- 
sists that faith is part of repentance. 

Baptism with water, we know, is an outward and 
visible act, and what connexion or relation there is 
between it and the inward and spiritual work of 
repentance, it is our intention now to inquire. 

Repentance or a new heart, or the cleansing of 
the heart, was one of the chief promises in the 
Jewish Scriptures; and the pious Israelite who 
waited for the dawn of the Gospel-day, when the 
things which had been written, were to be fulfilled, 
would rejoice when he heard the voice in the wilder- 
ness declare its necessity ; and he would recognise 
in the pithy exhortation Repent ye, the admonition 
of the Prophet, Cast away from you all your trans- 
gressions, whereby ye have transgressed ; and make 
you a neiv heart and a new spirit ; for ush^^ \w\U.>^^ 
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die, house of Israel? Ezek. xviiL 31. Tlus great 
change must be the work of God« and it is peculiarly 
the work of God the Holy Ghost« and in compassion 
to our limited UDderstandiogB^ he shadows forth the 
operations of his mighty power by referring to the 
effiacts of water. Then wiU I sprinkle clean waier 
upon ytm, and ye shall be dean, £zek. xxxvL 25 ; 
and thus, we find* throughout the Prophets, water 
spoken of typically as the instrument for cleansing 
the impurities of the heart : and we know that water 
and blood were the chief shadows of die ceremonial 
law. The blessings of the Redeemer's kingdom are 
described as waters, as living water, yea, as a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life. Isaiah lv. 
1; Zech. xiv. 8; John iv. 14. And the Lord« the 
hope of Israel, graciously revealed himself to his 
chosen people, by the remarkable title of, Tkefour^ 
tain of living waters. Jer. ii. 13, and zvii. 13. Thus 
water was peculiarly identified in the mind of a 
Jew, with the renewing of the heart, and times of 
refreshing from the Lord. Can we, then, be sur- 
prised that John was taught to introduce the dispen- 
sation of the Spirit by baptism ? But did the Jew 
think that water could wash away sin, or restore 
strength to the wearied and broken spirit ? certainly 
not. Neither did John so conceive of the water of 
his baptism ; but he administered it as a sign or 
tdcen, that as the waters of Jordan cleansed the 
impurities of the body, so in that kingdom which he 
asserted was ** at hand," the Spirit of God would 
purify the heart. He knew and taught that his 
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" outward and viaiUe sign" was not certaifdy ac- 
companied by any "inward and spiritual grace;" 
that it was not a meaois whkdi necessarily conveyed 
the influence of the Spirit to the heart. He bap- 
tized all who came unto him. Then went md to 
him Jerusalem, and aU Judea, and ail the region 
round ahnU Jordan^ and were baptized of him in 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Matt. iii. 5, 6. (See 
Mark L 5 ; Luk€ iii. 7« 21.) He did not refuse to 
exhibit to any the broad seal of God's charter of 
mercy, and he freely gave to all a copy or an im- 
pression of this seal, bat be warned them, that the 
sign was not the thing signified. Then said he to 
the multitude that came forth to be baptized ofhim^ 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the tvrath to corned Luke iii. 7. He told 
them, that neither profession nor external privilege 
could profit them in the sight of God; no! not 
even though they could trace a lineal descent from 
Abraham, the taither of the faithful. He said not to 
some only, but to all, I indeed baptize you with 
water, but one mightier than I cometh; he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and fare. Not- 
withstanding I admit you to baptism: He will 
throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat 
into his gamer, but the chaff' he will burn with fire 
unquenchable. Luke iii. 16, 17. 

To the same cffiect, b St, Paul's admonition to his 
Corinthian brethren ; J would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed (fcrcmgKthie ^fta% au^xM^t^ tisx. 
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baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea ; and 
did all eat the same spiritual meat, and did all drink 
the same spiritual drink, for they drank of that spirit 
tualrock that followed them, and that rock was Christ 
But with many of them God was not well pleased. 
1 Cor. X. 1, 5. Yes, though all the children of 
Israel submitted to the rule and guidance of Moses, 
though all partook of the same external privileges, 
"with many of them God was not well pleased, for 
they were overthrown in the wilderness. And so it 
was with the followers of John; and hence be 
mercifully warned them, that he could only minister 
water ; that the Spirit and the refiner's fire were not 
his to give. 

But repentance is not the only grace which the 
necessity of fallen man requires ; it is not enough 
that the issue of impurity be staunched, there must 
be, too, remission of sin : and this we know was 
part of the salvation John had to proclaim ; hence 
his baptism was also for or unto the remission of 
sins. And did he teach that the waters of Jordan 
could wash out the deadly stain ? No ! his word 
was. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. And here is the one baptism 
which the church of Christ acknowledges for the 
remission of sin, even the sprinkling of the blood of 
Christ. 

Such was the grace, such the substance of the 
promise that the baptism of John typified and em- 
bodied. But this baptism was only a sign, and 
therefore it implied and required the previous exist- 
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ence of the grace, and especially of its fruit, faith;— 
faith in the vrord of the oath, and faith to realize the 
blessing. In whose name, then, did John baptize ? 
To whom were his followers directed to look ? Paul 
shall answer, to Him that should come after him, 
that is, Christ Jesus. Acts xix. 4. And John 
himself declared, that He, Christ, shall be made 
manifest to Israel^ therefore am I come baptizing 
with water. John i. 31. 

John was a burning and a shining light, and' in 
the commencement of his career was most popular 
and attractive. Nor is this surprising; for no doubt 
his preaching was with great power, being filled, as 
we know, with the Holy Ghost. They were willing 
for a season to rejoice in his light. John v. 35. 
His countrymen, of all sects, and opinions, and 
parties, eagerly flocked to the baptism which he 
offered, for in submitting to it, they acknowledged 
only that Saviour which should come ; they did 
not thereby acknowledge that Jesus of Nazareth the 
son of Joseph was the Messiah. But we cannot 
suppose that John did not, in the latter part of his 
course, baptize in the name of Jesus of whom he 
bare witness ; for though cut off before the effusion 
of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, he knew by a 
special revelation the person and the office of Jesus; 
he could say with full assurance. Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God; nay, he preached Christ 
crucified, for he pointed to him as the Lamb of God. 
John did no miracle; but all things that John 
spake of this man were (me. ^^w "l, ^ * 
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In a word, the baptism of John was (Sod's own 
ordinance, John i. 33; the grace of it, the covenant 
blessing; repentance: and the messenger of the 
covenant, in whom the believer m^t del^bt, 
Christ Jesus. This baptism was certainly deemed 
die commencement, and an integral part of the 
Gospel dispensation. Acts i. 23 ; and it was con* 
tinned after our Saviour b^n to teach, John iii. 
22, 23. The reception of it by Jesus as a part of 
r^hteousness, and the consequent descent of the 
Holy Ghost, tend to show that it was n<^ one of 
those ordmances which should vanish away. 

Such was the nature of John's baptism ; and how 
did it differ from the baptism used by the disciples 
of Jesus, when they went forth with him to preach 
the Gospel ? In nothing. After these things came 
Jesus and his disciples into the land ofJudea, and 
there he tarried with them and baptized. (Though 
Jesus himsidf baptized not, but his disciples.) And 
in the next verse we read. And John also was hap» 
tizinff in JBnon, near to Salim, because there ipos 
much water there, John iii. 22, 23. It cannot be 
supposed that these contemporaneous baq[>tism8 
differed ; and I think it will be found, that this was 
the same baptism as was ordained by Christ for a 
perpetual ordinance in his Church, save that die 
ordinance of the Saviour more dearly developed the 
object of the believer's faith. 

The same Gospel that was preached by John, was 
proclaimed by Jesus ; and in his last solemn charge 
he ordained no other,— even repentance and re^ 
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mission of sins in his name. Matt. iii. 2; iv. 17; 
Luke xxiv. 47* And St. PftuPs charge to the Gen- 
tiles was exactly the same, thai they should repent 
and twn to God^ and do works meet for repentance^ 
Acts xxvi. 20. Thb Gospel was to be preached to 
every creature, and the disciples or believers were to 
be baptized jn or into the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Matt. xxviiL 
19; Mark xvi.. 15, 1&. 

We may first observe, the baptism here enjoined^ 
is not mentioned as a new thing ; only the three 
persons of our covenant God are enumerated. 

By name, person or character is meant ; but we 
know nothing of the persons of the Godhead, but 
what is revealed ; and in this Goq)el ordinance, we 
must understand by the name o! the Father, his love; 
by the name of the Son, his grace ; and by the name 
of the Holy Ghost, his fellowship and influence. 
This love, grace, and fellowship, are the promise and 
the covenant oi the triune Jehovah made to Men 
man ; and in baptism the believer (for to faith is the 
promise made) is assured of the covenant, and enters 
into union with the Holy Three. The Lord God of 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, seems then to say 
to his child, as he did to Jacob, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in aU places whither thou goest, I 
will not leave thee until I have done that which I 
have spoken to thee of. This is no fanciful view of 
holy baptism ; and how solemn and interesting is 
the rite ! We may say with Jacob, when awaked 
out of sleep. This is none otfier but iVv.^ \\.<(^\l^^ ^^ 
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God, and this is the gate of heaven. Gen. xzviii. 
] 5. It is, as John preached, our way to the king- 
dom of heaven, that is, the kingdom of grace here, 
leading to the kingdom of glory hereafter. 

It is remarkable, that after the first institution of 
the ordinance, it is uniformly referred to as baptism 
in the name of Jesus — and why ? Doubtless be- 
cause his NAME contains that Grace which declares 
the Father's love and the Spirit's power, even re- 
pentance unto life, as beautifully, though shortly 
expressed, when the college of the Apostles acknow- 
ledged that the Gentiles were partdcers with them 
of the like precious faith. Acts xi. 18. The name 
of Jesus, full of grace and truth, meets the sinner's 
every want. Neither is there salvation in any 
other. Acts iv. 12. (See Eph. i. 21 ; Phil. ii. 9, 10.) 

Most mistaken is that view which would treat 
baptism as a mere act of submission, as the oath of 
allegiance of a subject to hi^ king. Nor is it less 
erroneous to say that it is only a solemn act on the 
part of the baptized, of renunciation of the devil and 
all his works, and of self-dedication to God. These 
errors have no doubt in some degree originated in 
the use of the word Sacrament, one sense of which 
certainly is, an oath of fidelity to a superior or 
leader ; but with this sense the baptism of the Scrip- 
tures has no concern. The Church of England 
defines it to be a sign, — that by which an inward 
and spiritual grace is known ; and this I believe is 
the testimony of every Christian church. The 
Scriptures uniformly speak of baptism as an act to 
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be done /o, and not by the believer. When Jesus 
came to be baptized of John, John forbade him» 
saying, I have need to be baptized of thee. It is 
ever mentioned as the privilege of faith. The 
eunuch said, IVhat doth hinder me to he baptized t 
And Philip said. If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest. And they went down both into 
the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he bap- 
tized him. Acts viii. 36. (See the case of Corne- 
lius. Acts X. 47.) Baptism ^ith water, and bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost, are both spoken of as 
gifts, though different in kind. Acts i. 5, and xi. 16. 
There is no doubt but that that repentance which 
our Church requires to precede baptism, includes 
a renouncing of sin, and an engagement to be the 
Lord's, so that these acts of the new man may be 
seen in baptism, but are not necessary parts of it. 

The foregoing observations are confirmed by what 
St. Paul says respecting baptism. When he is 
referring to the divisions and contentions of the 
disciples in Corinth, he writes. Every one of you 
saith, I am of Paul ; and I of Apollos ; and I of 
Cephas ; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you ? or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul ? I thank God, that I baptized none 
of you, but Crispus and Gaius; lest any should 

say that I had baptized in mine oum name 

Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
Gospel. 1 Cor. i. 12. Now, if baptism were 
merely for the dedication and submission of the 
disciple to his God and SaNvovxx , ^\v^\^\^ '^^afc'vR!^^'^ 
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of these expressions of the Apostle ? Could any 
think that the minister appointed to recdve the 
diseiple in biqptism, was therefore hia Lord and 
Master ? Certainly not. Bat if we conceive of 
baptism according to the judgment of the Catholic 
Church* as a sign ordained by God* and therefore to 
the beUever an assoraBoe of the grace signified, how 
striking and pertinent are the words! For how 
natural wodd it be. in the unsettled state of men's 
minds in the first age of the Church* to consider the 
dispenser of the sign as having contrdi over the 
grace signified* though this were as St. Paul intimates* 
to put the minister in the place of his crucified 
Lord* who alone can grant repentance and remission 
of sins. And how just and right was the jealousy of 
St Paul* and bow characteristic his expression* / 
thank God, thai I baptized none of you but Crispus 
and Gaitis. And does not this remind us of the 
caution which the Baptist exercised* when he again 
and again reminded his hearers* that he could only 
give the baptism of water ? In this* too* we may see the 
sameness of the baptism in the days of Paul* to that 
in the commencement of the Christian dispensation. 
The erroneous view I here combat* is that of the 
Socinians* which is clearly stated by Dr. Priestley, 
"Nothing more*" says he* "seems to have been 
meant by baptism originally* than a solemn declara* 
tion of a man's being a Christian* and of his resolu- 
tion to live as becomes one ; and very far was it 
from being imagined that there was any peculiar 
virtue in the rite itself." 
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But if we w^t clear proof that the baptism of 
Jesus is the same as that of John, we may turn to 
Peter's sermon^ in Acts ii. 38« Repent and be bap^ 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, 

for the remission of sins ; and ye shaU,receive the 
ffifi of the Holy Ghost ; for the promise is unto 
you and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall calL 

This is a remarkable passage ; it is an epitome of 
the Gospel ; in it are enclosed all the blessings of the 
covenant The offers of the Gospel are ever made 
to faith ; thus Peter, after the example of John, of 
Christ himself, and of St* Paul, when he began to 
preach. Acts xxvi. 20., exhorted those who were 
pricked in their hearts, to lay hold of the gift of 
repentance, which is emphatically ascribed to the 
Lord Jesus. God having raised up his Son Jesus, 
sent him to bless you, in turning away ev^ one of 
you from, his iniquities^ Acts iii. 26. Again, Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. Acts v. 31 . Peter, in connexion 
with this precious gift, mentions its sign and seal, 
baptism^ which shows that* the baptism which Jesus 
ordained, was like that of John, the baptism of re- 
pentance. Further, it was for the remission of sins, 
another gift through Jesus Christ, and without which 

. the former would have been of no avail ; and this, 
too, is seen and assured in baptism. And the 
apostle further declares, ye sliall receive the gift of 
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the Holy Ghost, which commonly means the gift of 
some miraculous power, which appears to have been 
conferred very generally upon the first converts for 
the confirmation of their faith, and that the name of 
the holy child Jesus might be made manifest. 

Some perhaps may infer, from what is said in the 
nineteenth chapter of the Acts, that the baptism of 
John was essentially different from, and inferior to 
the Christian rite, but I think the inference is 
wrong. Paul came to Ephesus, and finding certain 
disciples, he said unto them. Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed f meaning no doubt 
miraculous powers. These disciples did not reply by 
a simple negative, but said, JVe have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. This of 
course excited surprise, and Paul asked, Unto what, 
then, were ye baptized f seeming to think that bap- 
tism involved a knowledge of the three Persons in 
the Godhead, and concluding, I would observe, that 
as they were disciples, they had been baptized. They 
answered. Unto John's baptism. But it is plain these 
disciples could not have been instructed by the 
Baptist, for he ever earnestly taught his followers to 
expect Him who should baptize with the Holy 
Ghost ; and Paul immediately told them, that John 
did baptize with the baptism of repentance, and in 
the name of Christ Jesus, of which they do not ap- 
pear to have been aware; so that, through their 
ignorance, the baptism they had received was no 
baptism at all, and they were accordingly baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, exactly the baptism 
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attributed by Paul to John. Thus, this passage, 
instead of impugning my ai^ument, confirms it» for 
it shows that John did baptize in the name of Jesus* 

This view of the foregoing Scripture, is confirmed 
by what we read respecting ApoUos in Acts, chapter 
xviii. ; An eloquent man, mighty in the Scriptures, 
instructed in the way of the Lord, and being fervent 
in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the 
things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of 
John* It is clear that Apollos, though he knew 
only the baptism of John, knew the Gospel doctrine 
of a Saviour, though he probably did not know 
that in Jesus of Nazareth, whom his countrymen 
with wicked hands had crucified and slain, all the 
Scriptures of Moses and the Prophets were exactly 
fulfilled. Aquila and Priscilla, therefore, took him 
aiiil expounded unto him, the way of God more 
perfectly ; and he then went forth as an accredited 
minister of the Gospel, and not only mightily con- 
vinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the 
Scriptures that Jesus was Christ, but even helped 
them much which had believed through grace. And 
we do not read that Apollos was again baptized ; 
which serves to prove that baptism in the Name of 
him that should come, with a right knowledge of his 
person and office, was deemed sufficient. And we 
may here ask, by whom were the apostles of Jesus 
baptized ? Some of them no doubt by John. 

Now, what m^y we learn respectipg baptism from 
the forgoing particulars ? Is it not that the ordi- 
nance is a sign or emblem, ot t>j^<^ ^i^\iaxQk.^^\saa. 
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promised through Christy even repentance or a new 
heart ? and as baptism is of heaven, and not of men, 
John i. 33 ; Matt* xxviii. 19, 'me mnst regard this 
8^ as a pledge or earnest, to assure us of the truth 
of God's promise, and that the exhibition and 
ministry of it is designed to " manifest" the Saviour 
and his rich mercies to our souls. Nor » this all ; 
for though the waters of baptism are in themselves 
nothing, and many who partook of them even under 
John remained " vipers,** yet they may, in a certain 
sense, be said to be the " means" whereby the be^ 
liever appropriates to himself the promised Ues»ngs. 
Faith undoubtedly is the hand which puts on 
Christ, and opens the door into the sheep-fold ; but 
faith proceeds in the way of God*s ordinances, and 
therefore enters into the waters of baptism, and 
rejoices in so palpable an earnest of the things not 
seen ; and hence these waters become the means by 
which the believer is established in the household 
and family of God. ' 

Here we may note a distinction between the two 
Sacraments. The water of 'baptism is a type of a 
grace which can be but once given, and is complete, 
and therefore the ordinance is not to be repeated ; 
but ^ the new-born soul requires constant nourish- 
ment, and this is typified by the elements of the 
Eucharist. 

Having tlftis, I trust, shown what the object and 
nature of the baptismal rite is, I propose to examine 
shortly some of the principal texts in which it is 
mentjoned. 
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''He that bdiieveth and is baptized, shaQ be 
saved.^ Mark rri. 16. This Scripture shows the 
importanoe of the rite. It sots it forth as the seal 
of the righteonsness which is by faith. The be- 
liever^ indeed, whose very 1^ depends upon a union 
with his Lord, would not reject this profibred 
earnest^ of his Saviour's truth and love. But we 
have not here any warrant to say that the outward 
and visible sign in baptism is without faith, of any 
afvail, nay, we read in the same verse the awful 
sentence, " He that believeth not, shall be damned,^ 

" Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord." Acts xxiL 16. 
Justification or remission of sins is here ascribed to 
the waters of baptism, but clearly only in a, popular 
and secondary sense. This text seems to me to 
prove what I have before stated, that baptism may 
be considered as the " means" whereby the believer 
appropriates to himself the promised blessings. This 
baptism of Paul was similar to that used by John. 
It was the baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins. After Paul had seen the Just One, and 
heard the voice of his mouth, he evidenced his re- 
pentance by his entire submission. Lord! what wilt 
thou have me to do f and by his subsequent conduct. 
The cry <rf a sinner was in his heart. Behold, he 
prayeth. Acts ix. II. And he was not invited to 
baptism till he had faith, he was to call upon the 
name of ,the Lord. In the cases mentioned in 
Acts, ch. viii., of the people of Samaria, and the 
eunuch of Ethiopia, baptism 'v^'^ ^n^^tw ^\s. nSmsclV*^- 
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lieving in Christ ; that is, believing the promises of 
God made in Christ. . And this is quite consistent 
with the foregoing view, for they who showed by 
their faith they had the thing signified, were, if I may 
so speak, entitled to the sign, and the earnest, or 
pledge. (See the case of Cornelius, c. x., and of 
the jailor, c. xvi.) 

What St. Paul says in c. vi. of the Romans, 
respecting baptism, is very important. By the ex- 
pression, " baptized into Jesus Christ," which is the 
same. as the common form, " baptized into the name 
of Jesus," it is plain the apostle referred to the 
ordinance of baptism. He shows what the baptism 
of a believer really is. It is not merely an act of 
renunciation of the devil and all his works, or of 
•dedication to God, but it is an act of incorporation 
with, and a grafting into Christ, as the apostle de- 
clares, and shows by the strongest expressions. We 
are baptized into his death ; that is, the believer is 
A partaker of all the benefits of Christ's death, he 
stands in the sight of God absolved from the penalty 
of sin, and freed from its reigning power. He is a 
new creature ; so that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so he also should walk in newness of life. The 
apostle does not scruple to assert, that the believer 
is crucified with Christ ; that he is dead with Christ; 
evidently meaning, as the context shows, that with 
respect to him the justice of God is satisfied : hence 
the positive and authoritative declaration. Sin shall 
not have dominion over you, for ye are not under the 
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latv, hU wider grace. In shorty baptism is an in- 
troduction into a new state of being. But does the 
apostle say, that the mere application of water works 
this marvellous change, or that it is wrought. by 
water as the • appointed mean^ ? Surely not. He 
speaks 6f the gift or grace which the water of bap- 
tism, the outward sign, is intended to typify and 
assure to the believer. Baptism of water is only a 
sign, but not an empty sign. It is worthy of the 
designation John gave it, the baptism of repentance; 
or it might be called, from what St. Paul here says 
of it, the baptism of righteousness. 

In the baptismal litanies of the Moravian brethren, 
the blood of Christ and a baptism into his death, 
are chiefly r^ardedr Their form is, " Into the 
death of Jesus I baptize thee, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.'* 
And they adopt the same construction of a baptism 
into the death of Christ, as I have offered above ; 
for they conclude, "Now therefore live, yet not 
thou, but Christ live in thee ; and the life which 
thou now livest in the flesh, live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved thee, and gave himself for 
thee." 

" Let us draw near with a true heart, in full as- 
surance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water." Heb. x. 2. If the ordinance of baptism 
be here referred to, it is mentioned precisely in the 
order I should expect. 

We have now considered the princiigal x^assa^^gta. 
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in which the ordinance of baptism is referred to ; 
there are many places in which the word is used in 
a metaphorical or in a secondary sense, but those it 
is not necessary to advert to here. We have seen 
that baptism is a sign of the grace of repentance, 
promised through Christ, and that this sign is in- 
stituted and offered for the sake of believers, for their 
comfort and ediiScation. It could not be intended 
for those who are spiritually dead; they cannot 
confess their sins, nor call upon the name of the 
Lord. To offer it to them, would be to cast peaiis 
before swine. This ordinance is like unto the seal 
which binds and concludes a contract between man 
and man. It is as it were the oath which confirms 
the promises of God. It establishes the everlasting 
covenant in the heart of the convert. But there 
are some who seem to take a different view of bap- 
tism, and who contend that it is the appointed 
means of originating the divine life in the soul, 
grounding themselves upon certain texts, which 
though not specifically and clearly referring to bap- 
tism, are deemed to do so; I must here observe, 
that in determining the sense of any writer on any 
particular subject, it is a sound rule first to take 
those passages which expressly bear upon the point, 
and if these give a uniform and clear determination, 
we are not to seek the sense of the writer from any 
incidental or ambiguous wordsf The opinion to 
which I have just alluded, that spiritual life must be 
ascribed to baptism, depends chiefly upon an ex- 
pression of our Saviour in his conversation with 
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Nicodemus, and if that expression refers to baptism, 
I allow that the inference is correct. For, I 
think it dear, that our Saviour intended in this 
Scriptore, to show that the eyes of the spiritually 
blind must be opened before they can see the king- 
dom of God ; and this great change he designates by 
"being bom again;" and he adds, by way of ex* 
planation. Except a man be bom of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of GotL 
This is the same truth as is declared by the evauge* 
list John in his first chapter, when he speaks of 
believers being born not of the will of man, but of 
God. But do the words, bom of wcUer^ and the 
Spirit, mean baptized in water and of the Spirit ? 
If they do, it is dear there is no life before baptism. 
But it has been contended, that born of water can- 
not refer to baptism, because by the expression 
'' water and the Spirit,' ' one thing or agent only is 
intended; and the words in the original as welLas 
the context, seem to show that it is so. 

Water and the Spirit are connected as one agent, 
and a similar expression may be found in Matt. iii. 
11. where it is the Holy Spirit and fire. In what 
sense, then, is water used in this passage ? I answer 
in an adjective sense; to denote the kind and 
quality of the Spirit's operation. Jesus asserted that 
a man must be born again. Nicodemus expressed 
his surprise ; evidently supposing that there must be 
an entire new creation ; a new body as well as a new 
heart. Now, if his teacher had merdy replied, a 
man must be born of the S^\s\X» Vi^N(i^s>;^\!iSiv.\ja?\'^ 
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met the difficulty raised, for the Spirit is spoken of 
as an agent in the creation of the material world. 
He therefore endeavours to lead his inquirer to the 
right understanding of what he had said, by conplii^ 
the idea of the effect of water with the agency of the 
Spirit, and expressly asserting, that the creation he 
spoke of was purely spiritual. But could this be 
thought intelligible to a Jew? And when Nicodemus 
still expressed his astonishment, was our Saviour justi- 
fied in expecting better things from a Master of Israel? 
He certainly was. For it must be quite familiar to 
every reader of the Jewish Scriptures, that water is 
often spoken of, therein to denote the agency of the 
Spirit in the heart of man. I need only refer to 
two texts, I win pour water upon him that is thirsty » 
and floods upon the dry ground ; and then immedi- 
ately follows, as if to show what was meant, I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy seed. Isaiah xliv. 3. Again, 
it is written, then will I sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean ; from all your JtUhiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I 
put within you ; and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart 
of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you. 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25 — 27. In these and similar passages^ 
for there are many others to the same effect, I read 
the meaning of born again of water and the Spirit. 
By the use of the word " water," here our Saviour 
no doubt meant to show, that the new birth he 
spoke of, did not come with observation, but was 
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'within ; that it vras a cleansing of the filthiness of 
the natural heart* and the giving of new desires and 
new affections, all through the agency of the Spirit. 
In 1 Peter iii. 21, where the apostle speaks of the 
cleansing of the conscience, the Spirit is clearly re- 
ferred to ; and we should also remember that very 
striking passage. Out of his belly shall fiow rivers 
of living water ; but this he spake of the Spirit, 
John vii. 38. 

In discussing this question, we should not forget 
that bom again, may be rendered born from above, 
which is a strong ai^ument against referring these 
words to common and outward baptism. 

Throughout this conversation, our Lord evidently 
points to a spiritual discernment or faculty as ne- 
cessary, whether under the old or new dispensation, 
for the reception of divine truth. No man can come 
to me, except the Father, which hath sent me, draw 
him. John vi. 44. The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are fool- 
ishness unto him ; neit/ier can he know them, be^ 
cause they are spiritually discerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
Such, I think, is the truth indicated in this portion 
of Scripture. The necessity of sanctification, the 
grace of baptism, is here insisted upon. 

In a word, they who contend that our Lord^s de- 
claration to Nicodemus means that spiritual life, th^ 
being born again, is in and by baptism, must allow 
that baptism precedes faith, for to ascribe faith to a 
dead soul, is to say that a dead^ man can walk and 
talk. "Man of his own nature is deshl^ ^?^5i^ 
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carnal, corrupt and naught, sinful and disobedient 
to God, without any spark of goodness in him» with- 
out any virtuous or godly notion, only given to evil 
thoughts and wicked deeds." — HomOy for Whit* 
Sunday. Can such a one arise and be baptizedj 
calling on the name of the Lord ? 

" Christ saith, except a man be bom again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. He must have 
regeneration. And what is this r^eneration ? It 
is not to be christened in water, as these fire-brands 
(the papists) expound it, and nothing else. How is 
it to be expounded then ? St. Peter ahoweth. that 
we be born again, not by mortal seed, but by im- 
mortal ; by the word of the Uving God. Thus 
cometh our new birth." — Bishop Latimer. 

Similar to the mode of teaching in the third 
chapter of St. John's Gospel, is that which we find in 
the fourth and sixth chapters. In the fourth chap- 
ter, while Jesus sat on the Well of Jacob, he spake 
of " living water" " the gift of God/' meaning no 
doubt himself, and plainly inferring that the thirsty 
soul must drink of him. See c vii. v. 37! In 
the sixth chapter, after feeding the multitude with 
the loaves he multiplied, he spake of " living bread," 
and " the bread of life," and declared, " I am that 
bread," and taught with a solemn asseveration, Ex» 
cept ye eat of the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have 7io life in you,*^ 'This 
excited more than the surprise of Nicodemus. How 
cctfi this man give us his flesh to eat f This is an 
hard saying ; who can hear it f were the exclama- 
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tions it drew forth. Now, what was the explanation 
given by our Saviour? Exactly that which was 
given to Nicodemus. It is the Spirit that quick" 
enetk; the flesh prqfiteth nothing : tlw words that 
I speak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life. 
As if he had said, " I speak g[ the life of the soul, 
my flesh and blood covld not quicken it ; that is the 
work of the Spirit ; my words, if spiritually under- 
stood, will give you life." The eating and drinking 
intended, must be in the heart, and by faith, and 
hath no respect to any outward act : this our Saviour 
abundantly teaches in the same chapter. They who 
would confine the spiritual nourishment spoken of 
in thi^ chapter, to the partakmg of the elements of the 
Eucharist, err in the same way as those who in- 
terpret the water in the third chapter, of the water 
of baptism. 

The carnal mind, incapable of faith, and unable 
even to discern spiritual things, much less to feed 
upon them, strives to find some object it can appre- 
hend, and corruptly endeavours to exalt in the 
temple of Him who is a Spirit, a God whom it can 
see, and handle, and taste. Oh f that such men 
could hear the words of the evangelical prophet, who 
gives us an interesting exhortation wherewith to 
conclude our present subject. Wherefore doye^pend 
money for that which is not bread f and your labour 
for that which satisfieth not f Hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fotness. Incline your ear 
and come unto me : hear and your soui ^hail Ixvi^-, 
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and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David, Isaiah lv. 2,3. 

Similar to the expression in our Lord's conversa* 
tion with Nicodemus, is that in Titus iii. 5, where 
the apostle speaks of the change which is wrought 
through the mercy of God, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which, 
I think, does not mean that we are regenerated by the 
washings of water, but rather shows the effect of re- 
generation, that we are thereby, as it were, washed 
and cleansed. The sense of the original would per- 
haps be better expressed, " by the washing of the 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.'* 
To the same effect is St. Paul's address to the Co- 
rinthians, But ye are washed, hut ye are sanctified, 
hut ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi. 11. The 
work of the Spirit is here plainly intended. And 
precisely parallel are the words of Jesus, He that is 
washed, is clean every whit. John xiii. 10. And 
how washed ? Through and by the Word. John 
XV. 3 ; Eph. V. 26. The like figure w hereunto even 
baptism doth also now save us. I Peter iii. 21. In 
the subsequent part of this verse, the apostle most 
emphatically declares, the baptism he referred to, 
was the baptism of the heart, the cleansing of it from 
all its filthiness. He argues, as in the days of Noah, 
*• a few" were saved through the covenant mercy of 
God, so now in like manner, through the same 
mercy, we are saved by baptism by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, or, in other words, by the washing 
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of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
through Jesus Christ. As the saving of Noah and 
his company was through covenant Iove» so our sal- 
vation is by grace, the sign and pledge of which is 
baptism. This view of the apostle's words is fully 
confirmed by what the Holy Ghost saith in another 
place. Isaiah Liv. 8, et seq. There the Lord, wish- 
ing to comfort the heart of the barren and the deso- 
late, by the assurance of his covenant love, says. 
This (that is, the Lord's everlasting kindness) is as 
the waters of Noah unto me ; for as I have sworn 
that the water's of Noah should no more go over the 
earth ; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth 
with thee, nor rebuke thee. In both these pas- 
sages, '* the waters of Noah" are referred to, in proof 
of God's faithfulness in his covenant engagements. 
For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; hut my kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. 

If regeneration were in and by the waters of bap- 
tism, they would have miraculous power ; and they 
would not be merely a sign signifying, but a sign 
proving. 

I may observe, there are many passages of Scrip- 
ture which speak of the new birth, without any 
mention of baptism or water. John i. 13 ; Acts 
xxvi. 18; Eph. ii; Heb. x. 10 ; 1 Peter i. 23; 
2 Pet. i. 4 ; James i. 18. 

I will close this part of my subject by noticin)»^. 
that believers are uniformly sif cJ&ea ^1 \s\. Niw^^^^s* 
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Testament, as the proper subjects for baptism, and 
not those who are dead in their sins, and yet if 
regeneration be through the waters of baptism, the 
latter alone should be regarded. 

Baptism, then, being the sign or token of the 
everlasting covenant of peace, we affirm that it is 
intended only for those who have entered into the 
covenant, to be unto them as the seal and earnest of 
the things hoped for. In contracts between man 
and man, a seal is useful to close and bind up the 
agreement ; but in such case, the seal is to any who 
were not parties to the contract, only as a piece of 
wax. So, when there has been a previous contract, 
an earnest, though of no value itself, is useful to 
confirm all things. 

Having thus ascertained the nature of that ordi- 
nance of baptism which Christ committed to the 
ministers of his Gospel, we may now proceed to the 
question of Infant Baptism, which has unhappily 
raised doubts in the minds of many serious Chris- 
tians, and separated them from their brethren. I 
confess, looking to the nature and object of the 
ordinance, I cannot participate in their scruples. I 
admit, that there is not in the Scriptures any ex- 
press command for us to baptize infants, but there 
are many instances recorded where they may have 
been baptized ; and undoubtedly the practice of the 
Church through a series qf ages> and from the 
highest antiquity, is intitled to great respect. But I 
rest upon much more weighty reasons. I have con- 
tended, and I trust have proved, that ba:^ism is the 
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sigQ or token of the life of God in the soul of man ; 
that im it, the Father accepts the believer as his son. 
He says^ " This is my child, made nigh through the 
blood of my beloved Son, and accepted in Him." 
Now, in order that infants may be fitly baptized* 
two positions must be established. 1. That they 
are capable of remission of sin and sanctification, or 
a holy nature ; and 2. That believers can, on Scrip- 
tural grounds, expect this grace for their offspring. 

With respect to the first position, I might refer 
to the many promises which lie scattered throughout 
the Bible, to the seed and posterity of the righteous ; 
those in the Old Testament seem often only to ex- 
tend to temporal blessings ; but we must remember, 
tHat the earthly Canaan and its good things^ were 
but types of spiritual and eternal Uessings. But 
grateful fts the task would be, it is unnecessary, for 
the truth is established by a stDgle passage of re- 
markable interest and beauty. Matt xix. 13; 
Marie X. 13; Luke xviii. 15. After our Saviour 
had been showing the indissolubility of the marriage 
inion, and that Grod hatetb putting away (for did 
not He make one? and wherefore one?. that he 
might sed£ a godly seed? Mai. ii. 15, and 1 Cor. 
vii. 14.) by a singular coincidence^ they brought 
young chiklrezE unto him, that he should put his 
Ibanda on them, and pray ; and his< disciples (like 
Gebaai, 2. Kings iv. 27>) rebuked those who brought 
themr. Bui; when Jesus saw it, he was much dis- 
p1ease4> and said unto them. Suffer the liUle childreH 
to come unlo me, and /orbid tHemivol, 5^t ^S ^-vlOvvV^ 
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the htngdom of God. He seems to say. You may 
think them unworthy of my notice, and unfit for 
that kingdom which I came to establish ; but verily, 
I say unto you, their very helplessness, their nothing- 
ness in your eyes, is no obstacle with me. To you 
it seems impossible that these infants should be 
partakers of my grace, but with God all things are 
possible. Yea, I say unto you, that for which you 
despise them, is their best qualification, for whoso- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them 
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them. Here we see, that Christ afiirms that 
infants may be members of his kingdom, and conse* 
quently may be " born again," may have remission 
of sin, and be purged from the corruption of a fallen 
nature. This is agreeable with the word of the 
Lord by his prophet Jeremiah : " Before I formed 
thee in the belly I knew thee, and before thou came 
forth out of the womb I sanctified thee." Jer. i. 6. 
We may now ask whether parents may, without 
presumption, expect the grace of baptism for their 
children. I answer, they not only may, but should 
•expect it; for it is the birth -right and best inheritance 
of their seed, and is not to be neglected or despised. 
Look at their warrant ! If ye abide m me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 
it shall be done unto you. John xv. 7. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give it you. John xvi. 
23. 
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Surely these are precious promises for the heart 
and hand of faith. Look, too, at the miracles of our 
Lord ; for were they not intended to show us his 
power and his willingness to save our souls ? How 
often did he attend to the cry of parents on behalf 
of their children, and even ascribe the cure to their 
faith. We dare not limit the prerogative- of the 
Ahnighty Saviour, but I cannot say, that infants, if 
brought to the waters of baptism, no matter by 
whom, or with what motive, are necessarily bom 
again ; on the contrary, I must affirm, that without 
earnest prayer and faith, there is no promise ; and if 
there be no grace, there can be no baptism ; there is 
but an empty sign, a putting away the filth of the 
flesh. 

According to the New Testament account, baptism 
was a transaction between God and individuals, as 
individuals, and it does not appear to have been in- 
stituted for the purpose of a public profession; 
though it soon and naturally did serve this purpose; 
but we should be careful not to regard that as part 
of, or essential to the ordinance, which is merely 
an accessory. 

I have now, I trust, traced most of the features of 
the baptismal ordinance, and in doing so, have en- 
deavoured to follow the Gospel form. I know that 
illustrations of heavenly things by those which are 
of the earth, are apt to mislead, and that even the 
parables of Hina who spake as never man spake, have 
been misunderstood, yet I will endeavour to explain 
my views of this Sacrament, b^ ^S:dxsL^^bx \ssj^s»32>5a^. 
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Suppose the dean and chapter of D. resolve to «iidow 
the incumbent of G. A^th a portion of land* and do 
80 by a deed under their corporate seaL Tbe benefit 
"which the incumbent receives, plainly arises out of 
the active good-will of the dean and chapter ; the 
deed or parchment is merely the instruznent. and 
without the determination of the grantors^ ^ould be 
an empty form. The "writing is nothing, asd the 
seal is nothing, ix^ithout the express assent of the 
grantors. Now^ when the incumbent receives hii 
deed, he may say, ** Here is my endowment," temd he 
would speak intelligibly, but under a strong figure; 
we know that the parchment is no more his " bene- 
fice" than the {Jan indorsed thereon, is the actual 
portion of land it represents. By this, I would -ex- 
plain the language often used respecting baptism. It 
is called regeneration, and why? because it shadows 
forth that grace, and assures it to the believer. 
Again, it is said, baptism conveys grace to the soul; 
there is a life-giving power in the water. I answer^ 
No. The Scriptures show that it is a proper form« 
but no more. You must prove your title, by show- 
ing the assent of the author and giver of the grac^ 
and this assent is evidenced not merely in and by the 
using of the form, but by the faithful cry of the 
penitent. If the incumbent under the above sup- 
position were to demand the portion of land men- 
tioned in his deed, merely upon producing the deed, 
his claim would be defeated, if it were shown that the 
seal had been affixed without the due authority. But 
baptism is a means of grace ? Yes, certainly ; but 
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only as the deed is the means by which the incum- 
bent has bis endowment ; the whole depends upon 
the preventing good-will of his patrons. If baptism 
be said to contain the grace we seek through it, this. 
is only true in the sense that the deed contains the 
land it expresses to convey. This illustration serves 
to show some of the metaphorical uses of the word 
baptism. 

But it will be said« This parable of the deed implies 
that baptism is nothing in itself, nothing unless it be 
duly received ; and this I allow, and this, indeed, is 
what I most strongly press as containing the very 
tmth of Scripture respecting the sacrament. If 
baptism be placed higher, or its claims further urged, 
you imerge faith, and put the water of the ordi- 
nance in the place of the blood of Christ. 

Under the terms of the above illustration, I would 
also inculcate another important truth respecting 
baptism. Suppose the dean and chapter of D. in- 
form the incumbent of G. that they have resolved 
to grant him a certain portion of land. Now the 
honour and truth of the dean and chapter being be- 
yond question, has not the incumbent upon the 
promise being made, received the endowment ? Is 
the gift not in fact sure ? The law may say the 
incumbent shall not avail himself of it,, until he 
obtain the proper evidence of the dean and chapter's 
act; but still this evidence, the writing and the seal, 
do not give the incumbent more than he had before. 
So it is with respect to baptism. A man is born '*'of 
God," and then beUeves on his \i^'ai'^» '^^^ \iaJsisi. 
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power given him to become a child of God, and is 
then, and not till then, rightly baptized ; and his 
heavenly Father in the sacrament declares and 
ratifies all he had previously done, "This is my Son.** 
It is not a very logical assertion, but it is often 
said, that the reason why it is denied that the grace 
of baptism is inseparably connected with the admi- 
nistration of the water, is because that grace is 
deemed irresistible and indestructible. Certainly I 
Contend that the water and the grace are not inse- 
parable, but I am not aware that I have been in the 
slightest degree influenced by the reason above 
mentioned. My reasons are short and few. 1. That 
John the Baptist expressly disclaimed the power of 
conferring, through his baptism, the inward grace. 
2. That the disciples of our Lord, while using the 
same form, never asserted the power either before or 
after the day of Pentecost ; and 3. That the ministers 
of the Gospel, from John through every successive 
age, have admitted persons to baptism upon a pro- 
fession of faith, and yet they could not read the heart; 
and it is allowed, I believe, on all hands, at least in 
the case of adults, that without faith there is no 
grace. Hence, perhaps, we may learn why our 
Saviour did not himself baptize. He knew what 
was in man. He could not therefore have baptized 
on a mere profession as hb disciples did ; and there- 
fore he did not baptize at all. I contend, that what- 
ever be the nature of the grace of baptism, it is 
wholly independent of the sign, just as much as any 
hct is independent of the evidence by which its 
ejustence Is proved. 
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PART II. 



We may now consider the formularies of the E&* 
tablished Church which treat of baptism ; I refer to 
the 27th article, the catechism, and the baptismal 
services. These mav be deemed to constitute one 

m 

code or law; and in construing any expressions 
found therein « I would be guided by those rules of 
exposition which are allowed in expounding any 
other human composition. If there be any ambiguity, 
we must diligently compare the doubtful passage with 
other parts of the code, and by a careful considera- 
tion of the whole, we must endeavour to make every 
part give the same sense, and speak the same thing. 
If confining ourselves within the four comers of the 
record, we are unable to make all its parts agree, we 
may then have recourse to extrinsic aid, such as 
other similar documents on kindred subjects, and 
contemporary writings, especially those of the 
framers of the code, and of other learned men who 
lived in and about the same time. But there are 
limits to exposition. If words are plain, we have 
nothing to do but receive them, or honestly confess 
we regret the authority of the law. It is an intoler- 
able evil, and induces much moral mischief, to ac- 
custom the mind to refine upon and fritter away 
plain words, till we think we have accommodated 
them to our preconceived notions. If we meet with 
two equally clear but eowtx^t^ ^\.^dj^\&sscs^& \ss. "^s^d^ 
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same document, we must not strain or pervert lan- 
guage to make them agree, but we should at once 
appeal from the discordant record to a high'er power 
to ascertain the truth. Though the baptismal formu- 
laries form but one code, they are made up of dif- 
ferent parts, as definition, exhortation, and prayer; 
and the expressions of these several parts are not of 
the same and equal authority when any difficulty 
occurs. For example, if in a definition we meet 
with a statement to which a qualification is added, 
and we afterwards find the same statement in an 
exhortation without the qualification, and without 
any apparent reason why it should be omitted, 
rather than conclude that the statements are contrary 
and different, we should in the latter case consider 
the qualification as implied. This canon is not 
framed to meet a difficulty I have found, for I find 
the same rule in my law books, which teach that the 
preamble of an act of parliament, which should con- 
tain the definition of the object of the act, is the key 
to open doubtful expressions in the enacting part, 
and a line to measure and restrain those which seem 
too general and unguarded. 

I collected the forgoing notes on baptism from 
my Bible, without any particular recollection of the 
27th article; I had not^ indeed^ read it for some- 
time ; and I was .almost wholly unacquainted with 
jthe baptismal servicesi, and had not read any part 
with much attention. I shall never forget the joy 
I experienced, when, after having finished my ex- 
sBunation cA ihid Scriptures, I xead the 27th article; 
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I there found all my conclusions gathered together 
in one, and with an exactness and force which quite 
overpowered me. I saw the oneness and the force of 
truth. 

XXVIL— Of Baptism. 

" Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and 
mark of diflFerence, whereby Christian men are dis- 
cerned from others that be not christened ; but it is 
also a sign of regeneration, or new birth, wh'ereby, 
as by an instrument, they that receive baptism 
rightly, are grafted into the Church ; the promises 
of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption 
to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost, are 
visibly signed and sealed ; faith is confirmed, and 
grace increased by virtue of prayer nnto God. The 
baptism of young children is in anywise to be retained 
in the Church, as most agreeable with the institution 
of Christ." 



Here we may trust is the truth of the jGospel ! 

Baptism is a sign of the new birth. A sign, token, 
type, or emblem of the new birth. A transaction in 
which the new birth is represented or shadowed 
forth. A sign from heaven graciously vouchsafed to 
assure us, that the polluted soul of man may be re- 
newed. Whereby, as by an instrument. By which, 
as a means, and not as an independent and efficient 
agent, — as by an instrument used to effect and com- 
plete the purpose of another. 

They that receive baptism rightly. They that 
have eyes to see the sign, and c-mi ^^^^SsssSio^'^ssfc 
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hand of faith to lay hold of the instrument. Acts 
ix. 17* 18. " In such only as worthily receive the 
same, they have a wholesome effect or operation." 
Art. 25. Are grafted into the Church. Are made 
members of Christ, and baptized into his name. 
Living branches only, we may observe, are grafted into 
trees. Whereby " the promises" are visibly signed 
and sealed. Whereby the promises written on the 
heart of the believer are visibly confirmed. Where- 
by "faith" is confirmed, and "grace" increased. 
Whereby the powers and energies of the new bom 
soul are strengthened, by virtue of the exercise of 
those powers, even "prayer unto God." The 
waters of baptism are an element in which " prayer" 
freely moves. Luke iii. 21 . When the sinner who 
hath waited for consolation sees in the water the 
sign of his salvation, he may well rejoice with ex- 
ceeding joy. Acts viii. 39. 

^ Young children are to be baptized, not because 
such has ever been the practice of the Church, but 
because " most agreeable with the institution of 
Christ'' 

If, now, baptism be a sign and pledge of the new 
birth, the new birth must have preceded it ; it can- 
not at least be the new birth. If it be only an in- 
strument, it can avail nothing unless rightly used. 
Unless faith and grace previously exist, they cannot 
be confirmed or increased. 

In the catechism, a sacrament is said to be " an 

outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 

^7»^e given unto us, ordained by Christ himself, as 
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a means thereby ^e receive the same« and a pledge 
to assure us thereof/' In baptism » water is the 
s^n, and the grace, " a death unto sin, and a new 
birth unto righteousness." And this definition of 
the grace, we may observe, is derived from the sixth 
of Romans, and it teaches us, especially when 
viewed in connexion with the context whence it is 
taken, that according to the sense of our Church, 
the grace of baptism is not a mere nominal thing, 
which may or may not be seen in the after-life, but 
that it is a real change, a new state which is incom- 
patible with a continuing in sin. A state to which a 
promise is attached, — sin shall not have the dominion 
over you, for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace. Rom. vi. 14. 

The sacrament of baptism is a means whereby we 
receive the grace typified, just as the seal of a grant 
is the means whereby we have the thing granted, 
but which without the previous assent and determi- 
nation of the granter, would be as nothing. Again, 
we read in the same formulary, that repentance and 
faith are required of persons to be baptized. 

We come now to the baptismal formularies of our 
Church. The doctrine of the Scriptures undoubtedly 
is, that •' all" by nature "are under sin," Rom. iii. 
9, and that "the carnal mind is enmity against God.',' 
Rom. viii. 7- And they unequivocally require as a 
qualification for the right reception of baptism, — re- 
pentance ; and by this they do not mean a mere 
feeling which may or may not be permanent^ but a 
radical change which is des\gi\^l^db^\.W^^x^^'s^^\^» 
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a new beart, a new birth, a new creation. And as 
the heart is the fountain of a man's actions, the new 
heart must manifest " meet'* works, as, sorrow for 
sin, confession of sin, and a hatred of, and a taming 
away from sin ; and the contraries, a love of holi- 
ness, and a thirsting after all righteoosness in thought, 
word, and deed. The strongest expressions arensed 
to describe the di&rence between the two states; 
they are said to be, darkness and light. Such is the 
full and correct meaning of repentance ; but it is 
sometimes used in a more restricted sense, and 
merely to signify some one or other of its proper 
works. Now, whence are we to seek repentance ? 
Is it not from God ? And must we not ask it as 
his own peculiar gift through Jesns Christ ? Assum*- 
ing then, that our Church is right in allowing kifants 
to be baptized, what course, according to the Scrip 
ture doctrine, should it pursue, when inlants art 
brought to the baptismal font ? It would seera first 
to state the corruption of human nature, and then 
pleading the many precious promises to the prayer 
of faith, to pray that the infant brought may be made 
partaker of the divine nature, and then nothing doubt- 
ing, not merely the word, but the covenant and oath 
of our Alehim, to give to the infant the sign and 
seal of its adoption into the family of God. If the 
eye of faith can see (and has it not a warrant ?) that 
the free gift is registered in heaven, who can refuse 
to give a counterpart to the recipient on earth ? All 
j)raise to the Almighty Spirit ! Such is exactly the 
orc/!er and plan of the office of our CVrardi for the 
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public baptism of infants. I cannot deny myself 
the pleasure of proving this by an analysis of the 
service just alluded to ; and so full is it of Scrip- 
tare, and of just inferences therefrom, that the task 
cannot but be interestii^. 

To exclude those, who through superstitious ig- 
norance, would bring their children more than once 
to the ordinance, the parties are first asked whether 
the child hath been already baptized, and if they 
answer, no, the minister urging the sure and fiinda 
mental truths, that all men are conceived and born 
in SID, and that none can enter into the kingdom of 
God except he be born agftin of water and the Holy 
Ghost, proceeds to beseech his faithful hearers (for 
the Church assumes they are believers),^ to call upon 
their God and Saviour, that he will grant to the 
child that thing which by nature he cannot have, that 
he may be baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, 
and be made a lively member of Christ's holy 
Church. Here I must observe, by the way, that 
our Church seems to take the same view of our 
Lord's declaration to Nicodemus, that I have already 
urged ; that is, that the water and the Spirit are one 
thing, and that it is a spiritual gift which we must 
seek, and can have from Grod alone. The prayer, which 
follows this exhortation, after referring to Noah and 
the children of Israel, who were respectively saved 
not by water, but through their faith and the cove- 
nant love of God, (Isaiah xLiii. 2,) •'thereby figuring 
his holy baptism," and to the baptism of Jesus in the 
jfiver Jordan, whereby waXjw -^^a ^wxi«5a&s^**\a'^Bsfc 
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mystical washing away of sin/' that is, was made 
the sign and token of the cleansing of the heart, 
beseeches God for his infinite mercies, that he will 
mercifully look upon the child, and " wash him, and 
sanctify him with the Holy Ghost." The baptism 
which the Church here implores for the child, is the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, even the baptism which 
doth now save us ; not the putting away the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience to- 
ward God. 1 Peter iii. 21. The assembled be- 

' lievers next appropriately address God as " the life 
of them that believe," and " the resurrection of the 
dead," and call upon Him for the child, that he, 
coming to baptism, may receive " remission of his 
sins by spiritual regeneration." They then earnestly 
plead some of the clear promises m the word of God 
to the prayer of faith, and entreat that the child 
'• may enjoy the everlasting benediction of His 
heavenly washing." As an encouragement to the 
faith of the congregation, the minister next reads 
that most interesting passage from ch.x. of St. Mark's 
Gospel, which I have already cited. He then urges 
them most strongly to be not faithless but believing, 
" Doubt ye not, therefore, but earnestly believe that 
our Saviour Christ will likewise favourably receive 
this present infant." The congregation then, faith- 
fully and, devoutly give thanks to God, that he has 
vouchsafed to call them to the knowledge of his 
grace, and to faith in him ; and then most beauti- 
fully, because most naturally, and in the very spirit 

of earnest prayer, they return as it wetemNoluntarilY 
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to that which fills their hearts, — " Give thy holy 
Spirit to this infant, that he may be born again, ^nd 
be made an heir of everlasting salvation, through our 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

This, I think, concludes what may be deemed the 
first, and a distinct portion of our baptismal service. 
The congregation, with a knowledge of God's grace, 
even of that repentance and remission of sins which 
he alone can give, and relying upon and pleading his 
promises, have implored that this grace may be ex- 
tended to the present infant ; and they have prayed 
expecting a blessing, nay, they doubt not. They 
know the power and goodness of their heavenly 
Father, while they are yet speaking I will hear, 
Isaiah lxv. 24, is his gracious warrant. At this 
period of the service, our Church seems to pause, 
and thus rehearses what has been done, " Dearly 
beloved, ye have brought this child here to be bap- 
tized ; ye have prayed that our Lord Jesus Christ 
would vouchsafe to receive him, to release him of 
his sins, to sanctify him with the Holy Ghost, to 
give him the kingdom of heaven, and everlasting 
life. Ye have heard also, that our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath promised in his Gospel to grant all these things 
that ye have prayed for ; which promise he for his 
part will most surely keep and perform" Nothing 
doubting then, but that the promised blessing has 
been obtained, our Church asks for evidence and 
proof of the divine nature, but this the child, through . 
the weakness of its bodily faculties, cannot give; the 
Church, therefore, use{u\i^l\.ViVi^»\^<Q^\x^^'*^^ 
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didate for baptism to have sureties or representa- 
tives« who will in his name give the requisite proofs 
even, renunciation of sin and profession of faith. 
This requisition on the part of the Church, is most 
interesting and important. 1. It is a testimony that 
our Church deems the grace which it has obtained 
for the child by prayer, to be not merely a title or 
qualification to holiness, but holiness itself, that is, 
a divine seed, a new nature, by which the partaker 
of it is obliged to renounce sin, just as a dead man 
is obliged to lie still« and a Uving man to breathe. 
And this we know is St. Paul's view of the subject. 
Rom. vi. It would indeed be inconsistent, and 
argue a deplorable ignorance of that upon which the 
whole Bible rests, if our Church were to expect or 
ask any one to renounce the devil and all his works, 
the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all 
covetous desires of the same, and the carnal desires 
of the flesh, until he were " born again." 

2. The promise which is given by the sponsors, is 
useful as a solemn memorial to be presented to the 
child when he comes to age, to excite him to dili^ 
gence in his Christian course, that he may make his 
calling and election sure. Just as St. Peter ui^es 
those who had obtained " precious faith," to give 
all diligence to add to their faith every Christian 
virtue. 2 Peter i. 

The promise and profession of the " new creature," 
form the second part of the service. 

As an introduction to the third part of the service, 
when the sign or type of the blessingis to be manifested 
sad the seal affixed, the minister pra^^ \)ci^\. xXi^ 
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grace which the fadth of the coDgr^ation realizes 
may be triumphant That the old Adam in the 
child may be so buried, that the new man may be 
raised up in him. That all carnal affections may 
die in him, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit, may live and grow in him* That he may 
have power and strength to have victory, and to 
triumph s^inst the devil, the world, and the flesh* 
The people then pray God to sanctify the water to 
the mystical washing away of sin, that it may be a 
true type of an inward and spiritual cleansing, and 
that the child to be baptized therein, may receive 
the fulness of his grace, and ever remain in the num- 
ber of his faithful and elect children, through Jesus 
Christ. The child is then baptized " in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
Having thus fulfilled all righteousness, what 
hiuders the Church in the full assurance of faith, 
declaring the child to be " regenerate and grafted 
into the body of Christ's Church ?" What hinders 
the faithful band thus concluding their office, •' We 
yield thee hearty thanks, most merciful father, that 
it hath pleased thee to regenerate this infant with 
thy holy Spirit, to receive him, for thine own child 
by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy holy 
Church. And humbly we beseech thee to grant, 
that he being dead unto sin, and living unto righte- 
ousness, and being buried with Christ in his death, 
may crucify the old man, and utterly abolish the 
whole body of sin : and that as he is made paitaker 
of the death of thy Son, he may also h^ i^^\V.i6ks^x ^^ 



52 NOTES ON HOLY BAPTISM. 

his resurrection; so that finally, ^ith the residue of 
thy holy Church, he may be an inheritor of thine 
everlasting kingdom, through Christ our Lord." 

This thanksgiving has, I fear, been a stumbling 
block to some. It is deemed presumptuous, but I 
confess I cannot acquiesce in this condemnation. 
I would rather consider it as the confidence of an 
honest and good heart resting upon the promises of 
God. I confess I know not how this portion of our 
liturgy can be objected to by any who receive the 
words in St. Mark's Gospel, xi. 24, " What things 
soever ye desire when ye pray, beheve that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them." Again, hear 
what St. John saith, " This is the confidence we 
have in him, that if we ask anything according to 
his wiU, he heareth us ; and if we know that he 
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of him." 1 John v. 
14, 15. Nay, it is this special faith which gives life 
to the prayer, and proves that it is from God. (See 
the faith, and consequently the prayer of David,)— 
•'Now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast 
spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his 
house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said. 
For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast re- 
vealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee an 
house, therefore hath thy servant found in his heart 
to pray this prayer unto thee." 2 Sam. vii. 25. 
The fearful Christian will perhaps say. Show me a 
jDromise to a parent of his child^s salvation. But is 
liot this request near akin to that of the Jews, who. 
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notwithstanding the gracious words of Jesus, and his 
marvellous works, said unto him, " How long dost 
thou make us to doubt ? If thou be the Christ, tell 
us plainly/* John x. 24, " Master, we would see a 
sign from thee ?" Matt. xii. 38. For surely the 
*' whatsoever'* of the Saviour is sufficient to exclude 
all doubt. " God hath spoken in his holiness ;** 
This was enough for David, and enabled him to say,- 
" I will rejoice : I will divide Shechem, and mete 
out the valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine, and 
Manasseh is mine ; Ephraim also is the strength of. 
mine head; Judah is my lawgiver; Moab is my 
wash-pot ; over Edom will I cast out my shoe : 
Philistia, triumph thou because of me. Who will 
bring me into the strong city ? who will lead me 
into Edom ? Wilt not thou, O God ?" Psalm Ix. 
And does not St. Paul lay this assurance of faith as 
the foundation of all holiness ? Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified .... Reckon ye yourselves 
to be dead unto- sin. Rom. vi. "How beautiful is it 
to behold the triumphs of faith realizing the promises, 
and absolutely entering upon the enjoyment of bless- 
ings by anticipation, before they come. Reader, 
may not all true believers in Christ do the same ? 
If we heartily believe the record that God hath 
given of his Son, may we not exultingly cry out, 
Jesus is mine ; God the Father is mine ; the Holy 
Ghost is mine ; all blessings in providence and grace, 
in heaven and earth are mine ; for I am Christ's, 
and Christ is God's." 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. (Hawker.) 
After a child has been n^xi^ \x«5§C:a.^^^ ^^j^ 
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Church does not scruple to say, he is by the laver 
of regeneration in baptism received into the number 
of the children of God. But that must not be un- 
derstood as affirming that regeneration is in and by 
baptism, as an originating cause, for that would con- 
tradict the article, but that the grace of regeneration 
is as it were seen and assured in baptism ; and cer- 
tainly in that ordinance the washing of regeneration 
' is openly declared and sealed. Again, we read in 
the order for the baptism of such as are of riper 
years, (which I may observe, is not from the same 
source, and is of a later date than the other formu- 
laries) that the new birth spoken of by our Saviour 
in ch. iii. of John's Gospel, " may be had" in this 
•sacrament ; from which it might be inferred, that 
our Church asserts, that baptism originates and con- 
fers the grace of the new birth ; but this would be 
quite contrary to the 27th article, so that the prin- 
ciples of sound exposition compel us to qualify the 
words " may be had," by the expression found in 
the article, that in and by baptism, if rightly re- 
ceived, our new birth is visibly signed and sealed. 
Though I think the expressions just referred to, may 
thus be explained/ I allow they are ambiguous and 
incorrect, and ought to be reformed. 

I have now completed my review of tlie formu- 
laries of our Church, which treat of baptism, and I 
rejoice to say, my conviction is, that with some dis- 
crepancies, they agree well with Scripture, and with 
each other. That they are often used unlawfully, 
and sadly twisted to meke them agree^kJV^XoTCi^tL^ 
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visdora, is no argument against the truth and purity 
of their doctrine. We cannot expect that these 
wor^s of men should experience better treatment 
than the words and works of our blessed Redeemer. 
I for my part can unfeignedly give God thanks that he 
has caused these formularies to be written and pre- 
served, for I find in them all the great truths of the 
everlasting Gospel strongly set forth and enforced. 
We are all declared to be " born in original sin, and 
in the wrath of God," and the necessity of being 
" born again," is declared in the very words of the 
Saviour. And this one thing needful is not ascribed 
to the water of baptism, or to the hand of the 
minister of the mystery, but it is sought through the 
prayer of. faith from God, by the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. We are taught, too, in these excel- 
lent compositions, the nature of this new birth, in 
language which perverse men have in vain attempted 
to explain away. We there learn, that in and by 
regeneration, a child of wrath is made a child of 
God ; that he is thereby adopted and incorporated 
into God's holy church; that he is dead unto sin, and 
alive unto righteousness ; nay, that he is buried with 
Christ, and is aUke a partaker of his death and resur- 
rection. In a word, our Church doubts not but that 
those who are regenerated, shall have remission of 
sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, and the blessing 
of eternal life, and be made partakers of God's ever- 
lasting kingdom. Our Church affirms the truth, 
that if there be repentance, there must be works 
worthy of the change, ioi ^\ieV.\iQr«%, >ict^Ni>5i^^sQ55w 
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holiness no man can see the Lord ; but she gives no 
countenance to the doctrine, that our salvation is a 
matter of contract with God, that it depends upon 
" our striving to do well," upon " our sincere though 
imperfect endeavours." In her services we do not 
find the baptismal covenant explained, where our 
heavenly Father is considered as oflFering salvation (I 
cannot say grace or mercy) on certain conditions ; 
and where the baptized is deemed as an independent 
person, contracting for a portion in God's kingdom. 
" This do and thou shalt live," is not the Gospel. 
Do I say that the grace of God typified by baptism 
may not be called a covenant? God forbid ! It is 
the anchor of my soul that it is a covenant ; for it is 
a promise confirmed by the oath of Him who cannot 
lie. But thanks be to my God, through Jesus 
Christ, it is not a covenant which requires any- 
thing it does not first give. No, it runs thus, / will 
put my laws into their hearts^ and in their minds 
will I write them ; and their sins and iniquities 
will I remember no moie. Heb. x. 16, VJ. 

When the faithful minister looks abroad among his 
fiock, and compares their words and professions in the 
43anctuary with their conduct in the world, when he sees 
them at the baptismal font giving God thanks, that 
their children are " regenerate and grafted into the 
body of Christ's Church," and then witnesses their 
constant care to educate their children for this world, 
and to advance them in its esteem, as the only and one 
thing needful. The word of the Lord comes unto 
J^/w, saying. Son of man, thou dwtllt^i in tfw midst 
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of a rebellious house, which have eyes to see, and 
see not ; they have ears to hear, and hear not ; for 
they are a rebellious hotise. Ezek. xii. 1. 

It is, indeed, impossible in discussing the question 
of baptism, not to have an eye to what we witness 
in the professing Church, and there is nothing in the • 
view I have taken of the ordinance, to induce me to 

m 

shrink from the application of this test. But what 
is the fact ? Some, it is obvious, come to baptism, 
regarding it only as a matter of registration. Others, 
and they a very large dass, though looking beyond 
the register, in vain and superstitious ignorance, 
look not beyond the hand which ministers the water. 
All such, it is plain, can receive nothing, for they 
ask nothing. Others, again, some of whom perhaps 
know and rejoice in the truth, yet have not that 
special faith which can plead the promise of their God 
for their children, treat the ordinance as merely a 
solemn season for prayer on behalf of their little ones, 
and for presenting them before the throne of grace. 
These, too, receive not, for they do not ask aright. 
But others, and they a little band, (though our 
Alehim hath doubtless many hidden ones), come in 
full assurance of faith, and heartily thank their 
Father for giving a sign and seal of bis covenant love 
to their children; and they have their reward. Now, 
what is to be expected from a profanation of the 
baptismal ordinance ? what from prayers, or rather 
words, which may perhaps have passed through the 
lips, but have had no connexion with the heart ? 
Just what we expetieiice* la xJoa Xjc^^^ ^ \fiffSt5sx- 
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tudes who are baptized, we can perceive no trace 
whatever of the work of God, They have received 
the sign, but it has been without any correspondent 
grace. What advantage then hath the Christian ? 
or what profit is there of baptism ? Much every 
way : chiefly because, that unto them are committed 
the oracles and sacraments of God, which, in the 
midst of an ungodly world, are sure evidence of the 
truth of God's covenant love. For what, if some, 
yea many, do not believe ? shall their unbelief make 
the faith of God without effect ? God forbid ; yea, 
let God be true, but every man a liar. Luke vii. 29. 
And with respect to those who are sanctified from 
the womb, and whose outward baptism hath surely 
testified the baptism of God the Holy Ghost, I will 
observe, that their fruits of faith and love may not 
appear so soon as we may expect. The seed may 
exist, though the vegetation may be retarded. Just 
as in the natural world, a long and severe winter, fol- 
lowed by an ungenial spring, conceals and retards 
the growth of the fruits of the earth, though the 
living principle is safe. Besides, is it not often rash 
to assert that grace is not within, though there be 
much inconsistency in the outward conduct? Who 
knows the difficulties which may oppose and oppress 
the better principle struggling into action ! Look, 
too, narrowly into the life of an advanced Christian, 
how much sin is there ! The foundation of God 
standeth sure ; but his ways are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts. 
St. Paul addresses the members oi Viift C\x\«dsi ^1 
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Corinth, as believers, even as the Lard gave to every 
man, 1 Cor. iii. 4, and as having the foundation, 
and yet he says. Ye are yet carnal; and he re- 
proaches them for incumbering the foundation with 
mere rubbish, — ^the strife of parties and the subjec- 
tion to names. He would shame them from their 
unworthy pursuits, by reminding them of their high 
privileges, all are yours, and ye are Christ's, 

To conclude ; — Baptism is an ordinance of God, 
instituted for the purpose of manifesting and assur- 
ing to the believer even here, that a new heart is 
given to him, through the covenant love of the 
triune Jehovah ; it is a high and holy privilege which 
the believer alone can receive or comprehend. But 
this great salvation is not confined to the believer 
himself ; for as though the faith of Noah, not only 
himself, but all his house (Gen. vii. 1.) were saved 
by water, so the faith of the Christian parent can 
bring " all his" into the ark, and within the covenant 
of his heavenly Father, and so make them meet to 
receive the appointed sign and pledge. Whether 
for parent or for child, the purpose of baptism is one 
and the same, — to declare the glorious heritage of 
God's children. Let then, the believer come him- 
self with joy and thankfulness to the baptismal font, 
and bring his children with him, nothing doubting 
the power and love of his heavenly Father, to save 
them from the waves of this troublesome world, and 
finally to bring them to the haven where they would 
be. And let the friends of the parent, and the 
sponsors of his child bear l\vftvt ^^xX. ycl ^^ ^'^ 
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ivork, counting it a privilege to be invited to come 
to the mercy-seat of their God on such an errand, 
even through faith, in the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, to crave for the present infant the spirit of 
adoption, whereby he may cry, Abba, Father ! And 
let them be earnest in their work and labour of love, 
determined to bring their charge " into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus." And let them not be dis- 
mayed or perplexed by any legal doubts, as if they 
were to be sureties for the infant's growth in grace ; 
they must indeed water the tender plant if need re- 
quire, according to the ability which God gives them, 
and this no Christian would refuse, but it is God 
who will give the increase ; he will perfect his own 
work. And let all parties who come to holy bap- 
tism, remember that it is the prayer of faith only 
which can be heard ; and that there can be no faith 
without a personal union with their living head ; and 
above all, that the grace of which they seek the 
sign and pledge, is not by the ministration or hand 
oi man, but in and by Him alone, " who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanc- 
tification, and redemption." 1 Cor. i. 30. Oh ! 
for faith to believe the record that God hath given 
of his Son ! 

Now *' unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God, and his Father ; to Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.** 
Rev. i. 6, 6. 
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"Most gracious God! in thy light let me see 
light; in thy life let me live ; in thy righteousness 
let me stand ; in thy strength let me walk ; in 
and by the vigorous and suitable growth of thine 
image upon my soul, let me have communion 
with thee ; in the savour of thy name, as precious 
ointment poured forth, let me relish the salt of thine 
everlasting covenant, and the eternal mysteries there- 
of ; and in thy joy and glory, as Father, Son, ana 
Holy Spirit, one infinite undivided essence, let me 
be baptized for evermore. Amen I Amen I" 
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Since writing the above, I have observed that there 
is strong evidence for supposing that the 37th verse 
of the 8th chapter of Acts is an interpolation and 
spurious; I therefore regret that I have quoted it as 
an authority. My position is too strongly sup- 
ported by the whole tenor of Scripture, to need any 
unlawful aid. How clearly did John the Baptist in 
the outset establish the truth for which I contend. 
He required Repentance; now, whatever sense be 
given to this word, this grace really cannot exist 
without the life of God in the soul. Again, why 
did he fear that the people would confound his 

Baptism with the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, if there 
was no connexion at all between them ? BeHef and 
Baptism are mentioned together in several passages; 
and it is plain, without the 37th verse, that the 
Eunuch believed. We may observe, it is not stated 
how long he and Philip were together. Faith, it is 
apprehended, is generally stated as the reason for 
Baptism, because the profession of it is the readiest, 
though not the surest proof of the divine life. 
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